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Assessment Policy 2025

NCIS — Primary Years Programme (PYP)

1. Philosophy of Assessment

At NCIS, we believe that assessment is central to teaching and learning. It guides the inquiry process,
informs instruction, and supports students in becoming reflective, independent learners. Our assessment
practices are authentic, meaningful, ongoing, and aligned with the IB PYP philosophy, focusing on the
development of knowledge, conceptual understandings, skills, attitudes, and action.

Assessment at our school is grounded in the belief that:

Every child is a unique learner.

Assessment must be inclusive, student-centered, and growth-oriented.
Feedback should support learners to reflect, set goals, and improve.

The process of assessment fosters agency, voice, and ownership in learning.

2. Purpose of Assessment

Assessment in the PYP serves multiple purposes:

To support and enhance student learning.

To provide timely, actionable feedback to students and families.

To inform teaching and curriculum planning.

To document and evaluate student progress over time.

To report student achievement clearly and meaningfully to the learning community.

2a. Local Curriculum Requirements — Mandarin

In addition to the PYP framework, NCIS integrates the Chinese local curriculum for Mandarin. Teachers are required to plan,
administer, and assess student learning in accordance with these local standards. Assessment practices for Mandarin include:

e Regular formative assessments to monitor ongoing progress.
e Summative assessments aligned with the Chinese curriculum objectives.
e Standardized or benchmark tests where required to track language proficiency and curriculum alignment.
e Documentation and reporting of student achievement to ensure compliance with local educational regulations.
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3.What We Assess
Our assessment covers all elements of the PYP:

. Knowledge — What students know about the world.

. Concepts - Big ideas such as form, function, change, and perspective.

. Skills — Thinking, communication, research, self-management, and social skills.

. Attitudes & Dispositions — Learner profile attributes and approaches to learning (ATL).
. Action — How students apply learning to make a positive difference.

4.PYP Assessment Overview — Chart Format

Type of Purpose Used For Examples
Assessment
1. Pre- Understand Planning, - KWL charts
Assessments students’ prior grouping, and . _
knowledge, differentiation | -~ Entry interviews or surveys
skllls,.and - Concept maps
experiences
- Brainstorming activities
2. Formative Monitor progress | Adjusting - Exit tickets
Assessment and give teaching and _ _
feedback during | supporting - Class discussions
learning students - Observations
- Peer/self-assessment
- Practice tasks (tests)
3. Summative Evaluate learning | Reporting and | - Final projects/presentation
Assessment at the end of the | measuring _
unit achievement - Quizzes/tests
against learning | _ UQI tasks (on planner)
goals
- English/Math tests (end of
unit/semester/year)
4, Self & Peer Help students Building - weekly reflection (before golden
Assessment reflect and take agency, goal time)
ownership of setting, and .
learning metacognition | - Feedback Circles

- Student-led feedback -Student-
led presentation quiz
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5. End-of-Unit Apply learning Taking -Advocacy projects: Inclusion
Action meaningfully in responsible campaigns.
real life action based
on knowledge - Service learning: Helping peers
and values - Personal or group initiatives
linked to the unit
- Reflection on impact (how they
made a difference)
6. Portfolios Showcase Documenting - Digital portfolios (Toddle)
growth and learning, _
progress over sharing with - Photos/videos
time famllle.s, - Work samples
reflection
- End-of-unit reflections -
Transdisciplinary evidence
7. Measure Tracking - English (reading and writing)
Standardized/S | subject-specific | language/math | assessments
ubject Tests growth or development;
compare with curriculum - Math assessments
benchmarks alignment - MAP or national tests
8. PYP Culminating Evaluating - Research presentations
Exhibition (Gr. inquiry project agency, inquiry _
6) demonstrating skills, and - Student-led action
synthe3|s of transd|§C|pI|nar - Peer/self/teacher assessments
learning y learning
5.Reporting
We report learning through:
. Written Reports: end of unit reports, end of semester reports, end of the year report
. Student-Led Conferences: Students showcase their learning, goals, and reflections to their
families.
. Parent-Teacher meetings: Held at least each semester to discuss student progress, well-being,
and next steps.
. Portfolios (Digital or Physical): A curated collection of student work demonstrating growth over
time.

6. Involving Students in Assessment (for primary)
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We believe students are capable of owning and directing their learning. Therefore:

. Students engage in peer feedback and goal-setting.
. Student voice is valued in setting inquiry paths and actions.

7. Differentiation and Inclusion in Assessment
Assessment is differentiated to meet diverse learning profiles:

. Tasks are designed with multiple entry points and flexible outcomes.

. Students with additional needs receive accommodations or modified assessments as required.
. Multilingual learners are assessed in a way that respects their language development stage.

. Teachers collaborate with support staff and parents to ensure equity and fairness.

8. Use of Assessment to Inform Planning
Assessment data:

. Is used to revise teaching plans, regroup students, and adapt learning engagements.
. Helps identify trends across class, grade, and school levels.

. Informs PYP planner reflections and the development of future units.

9.Roles and Responsibilities

Leadership:

. Create and communicate an assessment policy aligned with IB PYP principles.

. Provide resources and training to support effective assessment.

. Monitor assessment practices and student progress, ensuring fairness and transparency.
Teachers:

. Design varied formative and summative assessments based on PYP learning goals.

. Provide clear feedback to support student reflection and growth.

. Engage in professional learning to stay current with assessment practices.
Students:

. Participate in assessments to show learning and skills.

. Use feedback to reflect, set goals, and improve.

. Take responsibility for their own learning journey.

Parents and Community:

. Support children by encouraging a positive attitude toward assessment.
. Provide a supportive learning environment at home.
. Stay informed and engaged in the assessment process.

10.Policy Review and Communication

. The policy is reviewed annually.
. It is shared annually with all school staff, as well as students' parents and guardians.
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