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Child Protection Policy

NCIS — NANCHANG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme (1B PYP)

1. Purpose and Commitment

At NCIS, the safety and well-being of every child is our highest priority. As an IB
World School offering the Primary Years Programme (PYP), we are committed to
creating and maintaining a safe, supportive, and respectful environment where
children can learn and grow with confidence.

This Child Protection Policy outlines the principles, procedures, and responsibilities
necessary to prevent, identify, and respond to any concerns related to child abuse
or neglect. It reflects our commitment to the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which has been ratified by the People’s Republic of
China, and is consistent with IB standards and practices.

We adopt a zero-tolerance approach to all forms of child abuse and commit to
proactive safeguarding in both physical and virtual learning environments.

2. Scope

This policy applies to all:

J Students enrolled at NCIS,

J All school employees, including teaching and non-teaching staff

J Volunteers, interns, contractors, and service providers

. Governing board members

. Visitors interacting with students in any capacity

It applies to:

o All school-related activities (on-site and off-site)

. All communications and interactions with students

3. Guiding Principles

Our policy is built on the following key principles:

. Student-Centered Approach: Students’ rights and best interests come first.
o Prevention First: Focus on education, awareness, and early intervention.

. Responsibility and Accountability: Every adult in our community has a duty to
protect children.

. Transparency and Confidentiality: Concerns are handled with discretion and

respect for privacy.
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. Compliance with Chinese Law: All actions must align with national regulations
and local authority guidance.

4. Definitions

. Child: Any student under the age of 18 who is entitled to protection, care, and
safeguarding.

J Child Protection: All measures taken to ensure that children are safe from
harm, have their rights respected, and receive appropriate support when at risk.

. Protection from Physical Harm: Safeguarding children from any intentional or
preventable injury, ensuring they are in safe environments that promote physical
wellbeing.

. Protection from Emotional Harm: Ensuring children are supported in
environments free from persistent emotional distress, humiliation, intimidation, or
isolation.

. Protection from Sexual Harm: Preventing any involvement of a child in sexual
activities, exploitation, or inappropriate exposure, and ensuring secure reporting and
support systems.

. Protection from Neglect: Ensuring that a child’s basic physical, emotional,
medical, and educational needs are consistently met.
. Protection from Commercial or Online Exploitation: Safeguarding children

from being used for labor, profit, trafficking, manipulation, or any form of digital
abuse or exploitation.

5. Prevention and Education
a. Staff Training and Recruitment

J Recruitment includes background checks and reference verification, including
criminal record screening.
. New hires are introduced to this policy during onboarding and sign a Code of

Conduct agreement.
b. Student Empowerment

. Age-appropriate lessons on personal safety, rights, and consent are integrated
into the PYP curriculum.

. Students are taught to identify and report unsafe or uncomfortable situations.
. Clear procedures are shared with students on how and where to seek help.

¢. School Environment

. Safe supervision ratios are maintained across all activities.

J Visitor access is controlled, with check-in protocols.
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. Digital safety measures are in place, including monitored use of school devices
and platforms.

6. Roles and Responsibilities
a. Designated Child Protection Lead (DCPL)

o Principal , nurse , head of department.

J Receives and investigates reports.

J Maintains secure, confidential records.

. Liaises with local authorities when necessary.

b. School Staff

. Must report any suspected or disclosed abuse within 24 hours to a member of
the DCPL

. Must act on concerns even if there is no proof—reasonable suspicion is
enough.

. Follow the school’s reporting procedures strictly.

¢. Governing Board

. Oversees policy implementation.
J Ensures policy reviews occur annually or after serious incidents.

7. Reporting Procedures

Step 1: Observation or Disclosure
. A staff member becomes aware of or suspects abuse or a student reports it.

Step 2: Immediate Report

. Staff member reports to the Designated Child Protection Lead (DCPL) within
24 hours .

Step 3: Initial Review

J The DCPL assesses the situation, ensures immediate safety, and documents
the concern.

Step 4: Action Plan

Depending on the severity:
. Internal support
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. Meeting with family
. Referral to external professionals or authorities (as per Chinese law)

Step 5: Follow-Up & Monitoring

J DCPL follows up with student, family, and teachers.
. Continued monitoring and documentation.
. Records are stored securely and confidentially.

8. Allegations Against Staff or Volunteers

. Allegations against school personnel will be handled with due seriousness.

. The accused may be suspended from duties while the investigation is ongoing.
. Investigations will follow both school policy and legal guidance.

. If misconduct is confirmed, disciplinary action will be taken, including

reporting to authorities and contract termination.

9. Confidentiality and Documentation

. All child protection records are confidential and stored securely by the DCPL.
. Information is shared on a need-to-know basis only.
J Records may be flagged for follow-up if a student transfers to another school

(with proper discretion).

10. Policy Review and Communication

. This policy is reviewed annually or upon changes in local law or international
guidelines.

J Updates are shared with all stakeholders: staff, students, and families.

. The policy is available:

. On the school website

. On school platforms

11. Local Legal Context and Partnerships
As a school located in Jiangxi Province, China:

. We follow the Laws of the People’s Republic of China regarding the
protection of minors.

. In serious cases, the school will consult with or report to:

. Local Public Security Bureau

J Local Child Welfare Authorities

. Education Bureau, where applicable

We seek to collaborate with local services to support students’ safety and recovery.
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12. Conclusion

At NCIS, we strive to nurture internationally-minded, caring, and principled learners.
Protecting children’s rights is essential to who we are as a PYP school and to building
a learning environment where every student feels safe, valued, and heard.
Together, we can ensure that every child in our care grows up in a world of trust,
safety, and opportunity.

Published: July, 11th 2025

Last reviewed: October 10,2025
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